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back up their opinions by armed forces. During the Boxer
troubles they landed an army on Chinese territory, and took
an active part in the diplomatic contest for the evacuation
of Manchuria and the maintenance of the open door in that
country, and altogether recent developments have trans-
formed American indifference to the fortunes of the Far
East to a vigilant, if not always very intelligent, concern,
and the people now recognise that the relations of the
United States to the Powers of the Far East will become,
before very long, more important and probably more hazard-
ous than the relations with the Powers of Europe.

A short time ago the American Secretary of State said
that he had been studying carefully the Japanese administra-
tion of Formosa, and he expressed the opinion The goveramem
that the American Government had a good of the
deal to learn from it, The problem of the ph*PPmes-
Philippines, however, is much more difficult than that of
Formosa. The latter is now an integral part of the Japanese
Empire, and gradually, as conditions admit, its legislation
and administration will be assimilated to that of the other
parts of the Empire; but, if the Philippines are ultimately
to rank as one of the United States of America, the goal
in view must be the same self-government as that of the
other States in the Union, and this requires, as a condition
precedent, a high degree of civilisation and intelligence.
The task which has been undertaken by the United States
is, in fact, to make an American citizen out of a Filipino,
and this is a task which those who have any personal
knowledge of tropical races will admit must require a long
time for its accomplishment, or even for a moderate degree
of success. In any case, the product will differ considerably
from the average American citizen, and those who are
responsible for the government of the Islands must always
keep in mind the differences of environment of the United
States and the Philippines, and make due allowance for
them. A competent writer has remarked: "That the
Filipino is capable, if left to himself and protected from